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All Night Diner
by Michael D. Riley
C r a y  fo rm ic a  w ith  d a rk e r  sh a d o w s , 
c r o o k e d  n a m e s s c ra tc h e d  in  c r o o k e d  hearts.
S ilv e r  D e c o  e d g e s , tr ip le  f lu t in g  
w ith  s ilv e r  rivets c l in g  to 1 9 3 3 .
R e d  leath erette , sp lit  tw ic e , 
is tw ic e  s p lic e d  b y  red tape.
T w o  seats c u rv e d  lik e  a irp la n e  w in g s  
f ly  to w a rd  e a c h  o th e r fo re ve r
o v e r c o n t in e n ts  o f  d r ie d  g u m ,
c h ip p e d  l in o le u m , c ro sse d  a n k le s  in  o ld  sh o e s.
O n e  th ic k  rivet rusted  to th e  flo o r
y e a rn s fo r its lost m ate  a n d  sh a k e s
c u p s  a n d  sa u c e rs , ice  c u b e s  
a n d  s ilv e rw a re  in its d e ra n g e m e n t.
W e  sit a lo n e  to ge th e r 
u n d e r a sta in le ss-s te e l c a n o p y
c u rv e d  lik e  a h a n g a r  b e fo re  w in d o w s  
fu ll o f  stre e tlig h ts a n d  ra in .
C o ffe e  d rip s  e n d le s s ly  into  
the  b ro w n  se a  w e  f ly  over.
From  the  g r il l,  d a w n  m ist rises.
C ig a re tte  s ig n a l fla re s f l ic k e r  a n d  d ie .
O u r  m irro re d  d o p p e lg a n g e r  
le a n s lo w  o v e r  h is  cu p .
Sa lt. Pepper. Su gar. C la s s  m u g s 
h a lf  fu ll, h e ld  in rese rve
b e fo re  a w h ite  f la g  o f n a p k in s .
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